Molecular and pathologic characterization of an AIDS-related body cavity-based lymphoma, including ultrastructural demonstration of human herpesvirus-8: a case report.
Body cavity-based lymphoma, also known as primary effusion lymphoma, is a newly recognized acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)-related lymphoma that has been linked to the Kaposi's sarcoma-associated herpesvirus (KSHV/HHV-8). To date, direct visualization of the virus in a clinical sample has not been demonstrated. We have performed an extensive clinical, histologic, immunophenotypic, ultrastructural, and molecular genetic correlative study on multiple tissue samples obtained premortem and at autopsy from an patient with AIDS with Kaposi's sarcoma and body cavity-based lymphomas. We demonstrate the presence of human herpesvirus-8 in a primary clinical sample at the ultrastructural and molecular level, as well as document multiple lymphomatous tumor masses at autopsy.